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an insurrection for the January 6 Cap-
itol riot because of these basic con-
cerns surrounding the constitu-
tionality of the proceeding. The im-
peachment of a private citizen, driven 
by political obsession, sets a very dan-
gerous precedent. What would prevent 
a Republican-controlled Congress from 
impeaching former President Barack 
Obama or Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton? What about historical Presi-
dents such as George Washington, 
whose pivotal legacy no longer appears 
to meet the moral standards of con-
temporary times? While the political 
retaliation against the President is 
certain to continue now that he is out 
of office, I am proud to have been a 
part of the minority in the Senate to 
stand up to this type of unconstitu-
tional behavior and to acquit Donald 
Trump. 

f 

SENATE SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
EMERGING THREATS AND 
SPENDING OVERSIGHT RULES OF 
PROCEDURE 
Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, Senate 

Standing Rule XXVI requires each 
committee to adopt rules to govern the 
procedure of the committee and to pub-
lish those rules in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD not later than March 1 of the 
first year of each Congress. On Feb-
ruary 26, 2021, a majority of the mem-
bers of the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs’ 
Subcommittee on Emerging Threats 
and Spending Oversight adopted sub-
committee rules of procedure. 

Consistent with Standing Rule XXVI, 
today I ask unanimous consent to have 
printed in the RECORD a copy of the 
rules of procedure of the Subcommittee 
on Emerging Threats and Spending 
Oversight. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

117th Congress 
RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR THE SENATE SUB-

COMMITTEE ON EMERGING THREATS AND 
SPENDING OVERSIGHT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
HOMELAND SECURITY AND GOVERNMENTAL 
AFFAIRS AS ADOPTED 

February 26, 2021 
1. Subcommittee rules. The Subcommittee 

shall be governed, where applicable, by the 
rules of the full Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Government Affairs and the 
Standing Rules of the Senate. 

2. Quorums. 
A. Transaction of routine business. One- 

third of the membership of the Sub-
committee shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of routine business, provided 
that one Member of the Minority is present. 
For the purpose of this paragraph, the term 
‘‘routine business’’ includes the convening of 
a meeting and the consideration of any busi-
ness of the Subcommittee other than report-
ing to the full Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Government Affairs any meas-
ures, matters, or recommendations. 

B. Taking testimony. One Member of the 
Subcommittee shall constitute a quorum for 
taking sworn or unsworn testimony. 

C. Proxies prohibited in establishment of 
quorum. Proxies shall not be considered for 
the establishment of a quorum. 

3. Subcommittee subpoenas. The Chair of 
the Subcommittee, with the approval of the 
Ranking Minority Member of the Sub-
committee, is authorized to subpoena the at-
tendance of witnesses or the production of 
memoranda, documents, records, or any 
other materials at a hearing, provided that 
the Chair may subpoena attendance or pro-
duction without the approval of the Ranking 
Minority Member where the Chair or a staff 
officer designated by the Chair has not re-
ceived notification from the Ranking Minor-
ity Member or a staff officer designated by 
the Chair of disapproval of the subpoena 
within 2 calendar days, excluding Saturdays 
and Sundays and legal holidays in which the 
Senate is not in session, of being notified of 
the subpoena. If a subpoena is disapproved by 
the Ranking Minority Member as provided 
herein, the subpoena may be authorized by 
vote of the Members of the Subcommittee. 

Immediately upon authorization of the 
issuance of a subpoena under these rules, a 
written notice of intent to issue the sub-
poena shall be provided to the Chair and 
Ranking Minority Member of the full Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
ment Affairs, or staff officers designated by 
the Chair and Ranking Minority Member for 
the full Committee, by the Subcommittee 
Chair or a staff officer designated by the 
Chair, and no subpoena shall be issued for at 
least 2 calendar days, excluding Saturdays 
and Sundays, from delivery to the appro-
priate offices, unless the Chair and Ranking 
Minority Member of the full Committee on 
Homeland Security and Government Affairs 
waive the 2–calendar day waiting period or 
unless the Subcommittee Chair certifies in 
writing to the Chair and Ranking Minority 
Member of the full Committee that, in the 
opinion of the Chair, it is necessary to issue 
a subpoena immediately. 

When the Subcommittee or its Chair au-
thorizes subpoenas, subpoenas may be issued 
upon the signature of the Chair or any other 
Member of the Subcommittee designated by 
the Chair. 

f 

SENATE SUBCOMMITTEE ON GOV-
ERNMENT OPERATIONS AND 
BORDER MANAGEMENT RULES 
OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, Senate 
Standing Rule XXVI requires each 
committee to adopt rules to govern the 
procedure of the committee and to pub-
lish those rules in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD not later than March 1 of the 
first year of each Congress. On Feb-
ruary 26, 2021, a majority of the mem-
bers of the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs’ 
Subcommittee on Government Oper-
ations and Border Management adopt-
ed subcommittee rules of procedure. 

Consistent with Standing Rule XXVI, 
today I ask unanimous consent to have 
printed in the RECORD a copy of the 
rules of procedure of the Subcommittee 
on Government Operations and Border 
Management. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE COMMITTEE ON 

HOMELAND SECURITY AND GOVERNMENTAL 
AFFAIRS SUBCOMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT 
OPERATIONS AND BORDER MANAGEMENT 

(1) Subcommittee Rules. The Sub-
committee shall be governed, where applica-
ble, by the rules of the Committee on Home-

land Security and Governmental Affairs and 
the Standing Rules of the Senate. 

(2) Quorums. For public or executive ses-
sions, one Member of the Subcommittee 
shall constitute a quorum for the admin-
istering of oaths and the taking of testimony 
in any given case or subject matter. One- 
third of the Members of the Subcommittee 
shall constitute a quorum for the trans-
action of business other than the admin-
istering of oaths and the taking of testi-
mony, provided that one Member of the mi-
nority is present. Proxies shall not be con-
sidered for the establishment of a quorum. 

(3) Taking Testimony. In any hearings con-
ducted by the Subcommittee, the Chair or 
the Chair’s designee may swear in each wit-
ness prior to their testimony. 

(4) Subcommittee Subpoenas. Subpoenas 
for witnesses, as well as documents and 
records, may be authorized and issued by the 
Chair, or any other Member of the Sub-
committee designated by him or her, with 
the approval of the Ranking Minority Mem-
ber of the Subcommittee, provided that the 
Chair may subpoena attendance or produc-
tion without the approval of the Ranking 
Minority Member where the Chair or a staff 
officer designated by him or her has not re-
ceived notification from the Ranking Minor-
ity Member or a staff officer designated by 
him or her of disapproval of the subpoena 
within two calendar days excluding Satur-
days and Sundays, of being notified of the 
subpoena. If the subpoena is disapproved by 
the Ranking Minority Member as provided 
herein, the subpoena may be authorized by a 
vote of the Members of the Subcommittee. 

A written notice of intent to issue a sub-
poena shall be provided to the Chair and 
Ranking Minority Member of the full Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs, or staff officers designated 
by them, by the Subcommittee Chair, or a 
staff officer designated by him or her, imme-
diately upon such authorization, and no sub-
poena shall be issued for at least two cal-
endar days, excluding Saturdays and Sun-
days, from delivery to appropriate offices, 
unless the Chair and Ranking Minority 
Member of the full Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs waive 
the two-calendar day waiting period or un-
less the Subcommittee Chair certifies in 
writing to the Chairman and Ranking Minor-
ity Member of the full Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs 
that, in his or her opinion, it is necessary to 
issue the subpoena immediately. 

f 

SENATE PERMANENT SUB-
COMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS 
RULES OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, Senate 
Standing Rule XXVI requires each 
committee to adopt rules to govern the 
procedure of the committee and to pub-
lish those rules in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD not later than March 1 of the 
first year of each Congress. On March 
1, 2021, a majority of the members of 
the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs’ Permanent 
Subcommittee on Investigations adopt-
ed subcommittee rules of procedure. 

Consistent with Standing Rule XXVI, 
today I ask unanimous consent to have 
printed in the RECORD a copy of the 
rules of procedure of the Permanent 
Subcommittee on Investigations. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
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117th Congress 

RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR THE SENATE PER-
MANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS 
OF THE COMMITTEE HOMELAND SECURITY 
AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS AS ADOPTED 

March 1, 2021 
1. No public hearing connected with an in-

vestigation may be held without the ap-
proval of either the Chair and the Ranking 
Minority Member or a Majority of the Mem-
bers of the Subcommittee.1 In all cases, noti-
fication to all Subcommittee Members of the 
intent to hold hearings must be given at 
least 7 days in advance to the date of the 
hearing. The Ranking Minority Member 
should be kept fully apprised of preliminary 
inquiries, investigations, and hearings. Pre-
liminary inquiries may be initiated by the 
Subcommittee Majority staff upon the ap-
proval of the Chair and notice of such ap-
proval to the Ranking Minority Member, Mi-
nority Staff Director, or the Minority Chief 
Counsel. Preliminary inquiries may be un-
dertaken by the Minority staff upon the ap-
proval of the Ranking Minority Member and 
notice of such approval to the Chair, Staff 
Director, or Chief Counsel. Investigations 
may be undertaken upon the approval of the 
Chair and the Ranking Minority Member 
with notice of such approval to all Members 
of the Subcommittee. 

No public hearing shall be held if the Mi-
nority Members of the Subcommittee unani-
mously object, unless the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs (the ‘‘Committee’’) approves of such 
public hearing by a majority vote. 

Senate Rules will govern all closed ses-
sions convened by the Subcommittee (Rule 
XXVI, Sec. 5(b), Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate). 

2. Subpoenas for witnesses, as well as docu-
ments and records, may be authorized and 
issued by the Chair, or any other Member of 
the Subcommittee designated by the Chair, 
with notice to the Ranking Minority Mem-
ber. A written notice of intent to issue a sub-
poena shall be provided to the Chair and 
Ranking Minority Member of the Com-
mittee, or staff officers designated by them, 
by the Chair or a staff officer designated by 
the Chair, immediately upon such authoriza-
tion, and no subpoena shall be issued for at 
least 48 hours, excluding Saturdays and Sun-
days, from delivery to the appropriate of-
fices, unless the Chair and Ranking Minority 
Member of the Committee waive the 48 hour 
waiting period or unless the Chair certifies 
in writing to the Chair and Ranking Minor-
ity Member of the Committee that, in the 
Chair’s opinion, it is necessary to issue a 
subpoena immediately. 

3. The Chair shall have the authority to 
call meetings of the Subcommittee. This au-
thority may be delegated by the Chair to any 
other Member of the Subcommittee when 
necessary. 

4. If at least three Members of the Sub-
committee desire the Chair to call a special 
meeting, they may file, in the office of the 
Subcommittee, a written request therefor, 
addressed to the Chair. Immediately there-
after, the clerk of the Subcommittee shall 
notify the Chair of such request. If, within 3 
calendar days after the filing of such re-
quest, the Chair fails to call the requested 
special meeting, which is to be held within 7 
calendar days after the filing of such re-
quest, a majority of the Subcommittee Mem-
bers may file in the office of the Sub-
committee their written notice that a spe-
cial Subcommittee meeting will be held, 
specifying the date and hour thereof, and the 
Subcommittee shall meet on that date and 
hour. Immediately upon the filing of such 
notice, the Subcommittee clerk shall notify 
all Subcommittee Members that such special 

meeting will be held and inform them of its 
date and hour. If the Chair is not present at 
any regular, additional or special meeting, 
the Ranking Majority Member present shall 
preside. 

5. For public or executive sessions, one 
Member of the Subcommittee shall con-
stitute a quorum for the administering of 
oaths and the taking of testimony in any 
given case or subject matter. 

One-third of the Members of the Sub-
committee shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of Subcommittee business other 
than the administering of oaths and the tak-
ing of testimony, provided that at least one 
member of the minority is present. 

6. All witnesses at public or executive 
hearings who testify to matters of fact shall 
be sworn. 

7. If, during public or executive sessions, a 
witness, witness counsel, or any spectator 
conducts themselves in such a manner as to 
prevent, impede, disrupt, obstruct, or inter-
fere with the orderly administration of such 
hearing, the Chair or presiding Member of 
the Subcommittee present during such hear-
ing may request the Sergeant at Arms of the 
Senate, a representative of the Sergeant at 
Arms of the Senate, or any law enforcement 
official to eject said person from the hearing 
room. 

8. Counsel retained by any witness and ac-
companying such witness shall be permitted 
to be present during the testimony of such 
witness at any public or executive hearing 
and to advise such witness while the witness 
is testifying of the witness’s legal rights; 
provided, however, that in the case of any 
witness who is an officer or employee of the 
government, or of a corporation or associa-
tion, the Chair may rule that representation 
by counsel from the government, corpora-
tion, or association, or by counsel rep-
resenting another witness, creates a conflict 
of interest, and that the witness may only be 
represented during interrogation by Sub-
committee staff or during testimony before 
the Subcommittee by personal counsel not 
from the government, corporation, or asso-
ciation, or by personal counsel not rep-
resenting another witness. This rule shall 
not be construed to excuse a witness from 
testifying in the event witness counsel is 
ejected for conduct preventing, impeding, 
disrupting, obstructing, or interfering with 
the orderly administration of the hearings; 
nor shall this rule be construed as author-
izing counsel to coach the witness or answer 
for the witness. The failure of any witness to 
secure counsel shall not excuse such witness 
from complying with a subpoena or deposi-
tion notice. 

9. Depositions 
9.1 Notice. Notices for the taking of deposi-

tions in an investigation authorized by the 
Subcommittee shall be authorized and issued 
by the Chair. The Chair of the Committee 
and the Ranking Minority Member of the 
Subcommittee shall be kept fully apprised of 
the authorization for the taking of deposi-
tions. Such notices shall specify a time and 
place of examination, and the name of the 
Subcommittee Member or Members or staff 
officer or officers who will take the deposi-
tion. The deposition shall be in private. The 
Subcommittee shall not initiate procedures 
leading to criminal or civil enforcement pro-
ceedings for a witness’s failure to appear un-
less the deposition notice was accompanied 
by a Subcommittee subpoena. 

9.2 Counsel. Witnesses may be accompanied 
at a deposition by counsel to advise them of 
their legal rights, subject to the provisions 
of Rule 8. 

9.3 Procedure. Witnesses shall be examined 
upon oath administered by an individual au-
thorized by local law to administer oaths. 
Questions shall be propounded orally by Sub-

committee Members or staff. Objections by 
the witness as to the form of questions shall 
be noted for the record. If a witness objects 
to a question and refuses to testify on the 
basis of relevance or privilege, the Sub-
committee Members or staff may proceed 
with the deposition, or may, at that time or 
at a subsequent time, seek a ruling by tele-
phone or otherwise on the objection from the 
Chair or such Subcommittee Member as des-
ignated by the Chair. If the Chair or des-
ignated Member overrules the objection, 
these Members may refer the matter to the 
Subcommittee or may order and direct the 
witness to answer the question, but the Sub-
committee shall not initiate procedures 
leading to civil or criminal enforcement un-
less the witness refuses to testify after being 
ordered and directed to answer by the Chair 
or designated Member. 

9.4 Filing. The Subcommittee staff shall 
see that the testimony is transcribed or elec-
tronically recorded. If it is transcribed, the 
witness shall be furnished with a copy for re-
view pursuant to the provisions of Rule 12. 
The individual administering the oath shall 
certify on the transcript that the witness 
was duly sworn in the individual’s presence, 
the transcriber shall certify that the tran-
script is a true record of the testimony, and 
the transcript shall then be filed with the 
Subcommittee clerk. Subcommittee staff 
may stipulate with the witness to changes in 
this procedure; deviations from this proce-
dure which do not substantially impair the 
reliability of the record shall not relieve the 
witness from the obligation to testify truth-
fully. 

10. Any witness desiring to read a prepared 
or written statement in executive or public 
hearings shall file a copy of such statement 
with the Chair, Staff Director, or Chief 
Counsel 48 hours in advance of the hearings 
at which the statement is to be presented 
unless the Chair and the Ranking Minority 
Member waive this requirement. The Sub-
committee shall determine whether such 
statement may be read or placed in the 
record of the hearing. 

11. A witness may request, on grounds of 
distraction, harassment, personal safety, or 
physical discomfort, that during testimony, 
television, motion picture, and other cam-
eras and lights, shall not be directed at the 
witness. Such requests shall be ruled on by 
the Subcommittee Members present at the 
hearing. 

12. An accurate stenographic record shall 
be kept of the testimony of all witnesses in 
executive and public hearings. The record of 
a witness’s own testimony, whether in public 
or executive session, shall be made available 
for inspection by the witness or witness 
counsel under Subcommittee supervision; a 
copy of any testimony given in public ses-
sion or that part of the testimony given by 
the witness in executive session and subse-
quently quoted or made part of the record in 
a public session shall be made available to 
any witness at the witness’s expense if re-
quested. 

13. Interrogation of witnesses at Sub-
committee hearings shall be conducted on 
behalf of the Subcommittee by Sub-
committee Members and authorized Sub-
committee staff personnel only. 

14. Any person who is the subject of an in-
vestigation in public hearings may submit to 
the Chair questions in writing for the cross- 
examination of other witnesses called by the 
Subcommittee. With the consent of a major-
ity of the Members of the Subcommittee 
present and voting, these questions, or para-
phrased versions of them, shall be put to the 
witness by the Chair, by a Member of the 
Subcommittee, or by counsel of the Sub-
committee. 
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15. Any person whose name is mentioned or 

who is specifically identified, and who be-
lieves that testimony or other evidence pre-
sented at a public hearing, or comment made 
by a Subcommittee Member or counsel, 
tends to defame the person or otherwise ad-
versely affect the person’s reputation, may 
(a) request to appear personally before the 
Subcommittee to testify, or, in the alter-
native, (b) file a sworn statement of facts 
relevant to the testimony or other evidence 
or comment complained of. Such request and 
such statement shall be submitted to the 
Subcommittee for its consideration and ac-
tion. 

If a person requests to appear personally 
before the Subcommittee pursuant to alter-
native (a) referred to herein, said request 
shall be considered untimely if it is not re-
ceived by the Chair, Staff Director, or Chief 
Counsel in writing on or before thirty (30) 
days subsequent to the day on which said 
person’s name was mentioned or otherwise 
specifically identified during a public hear-
ing held before the Subcommittee, unless the 
Chair and the Ranking Minority Member 
waive this requirement. 

If a person requests to file a sworn state-
ment pursuant to alternative (b) referred to 
herein, the Subcommittee may condition the 
filing of said sworn statement upon said per-
son agreeing to appear personally before the 
Subcommittee and to testify concerning the 
matters contained in the person’s sworn 
statement, as well as any other matters re-
lated to the subject of the investigation be-
fore the Subcommittee. 

16. All testimony taken in executive ses-
sion shall be kept secret and will not be re-
leased for public information without the ap-
proval of a majority of the Members of the 
Subcommittee. 

17. No Subcommittee report shall be re-
leased to the public unless approved by a ma-
jority of the Subcommittee and after no less 
than 10 days’ notice and opportunity for 
comment by the Members of the Sub-
committee unless the need for such notice 
and opportunity to comment has been 
waived in writing by a majority of the Mi-
nority Members of the Subcommittee. 

18. The Ranking Minority Member may se-
lect for appointment to the Subcommittee 
staff a Chief Counsel for the Minority and 
such other professional staff and clerical as-
sistants as the Ranking Minority Member 
deems advisable. The total compensation al-
located to such Minority staff shall be not 
less than one-third the total amount allo-
cated for all Subcommittee staff salaries 
during any given year. The Minority staff 
shall work under the direction and super-
vision of the Ranking Minority Member. The 
Minority Staff Director and the Minority 
Chief Counsel shall be kept fully informed as 
to preliminary inquiries, investigations, and 
hearings, and shall have access to all mate-
rial in the files of the Subcommittee. 

19. When it is determined by the Chair and 
Ranking Minority Member, or by a majority 
of the Subcommittee, that there is reason-
able cause to believe that a violation of law 
may have occurred, the Chair and Ranking 
Minority Member by letter, or the Sub-
committee by resolution, are authorized to 
report such violation to the proper State, 
local and/or Federal authorities. Such letter 
or report may recite the basis for the deter-
mination of reasonable cause. This rule is 
not authority for release of documents or 
testimony. 

ENDNOTE 
1. Throughout these rules, the Chair and 

Ranking Minority Member of the Sub-
committee are referred to simply as the 
‘‘Chair’’ and the ‘‘Ranking Minority Mem-
ber.’’ These rules refer to the Chair and 

Ranking Minority Member of the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs as the Chair and Ranking Minority 
Member ‘‘of the Committee.’’ 

f 

59TH INAUGURAL CEREMONIES 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I 

come to the floor today to thank the 
staff who worked tirelessly to ensure 
the 59th inaugural ceremonies were a 
success even under extreme and ex-
traordinary circumstances. 

The Joint Congressional Committee 
on Inaugural Ceremonies, also known 
as JCCIC, is tasked with the planning 
and execution of the inaugural cere-
monies of the President-Elect and Vice 
President-Elect of the United States at 
the Capitol. This ceremony is the cul-
mination of 244 years of a democracy. 
It is the moment when our leaders 
promise to be faithful to our Constitu-
tion. It is the moment when they be-
come, as we all should be, the guard-
ians of our country. 

I would like to thank the chair of 
JCCIC, Senator BLUNT, for his out-
standing work to ensure that the inau-
guration was an extraordinary success. 
It was a pleasure to work with Senator 
BLUNT and his extremely professional 
staff. 

I want to commend the entire JCCIC 
staff, especially Maria Lohmeyer, the 
Chief of Inaugural Ceremonies, for 
their remarkable accomplishment. I 
also want to thank Vincent Brown, 
who works for me on the Senate Rules 
Committee, for his work while detailed 
to JCCIC, as well as my chief of staff, 
Lindsey Kerr, who worked diligently 
with JCCIC and many other agencies 
and offices to ensure a smooth Inau-
guration. 

Maria, Vincent, Lindsey, and the en-
tire committee staff have shown that, 
through hard work and determination, 
the entire world can see our democracy 
prevail. 

This year’s inauguration was the 59th 
in our country’s history, and it may 
have been one of the most challenging 
ever to design. Planning an inaugura-
tion under normal circumstances is dif-
ficult, but this year’s event occurred in 
the midst of a global pandemic, just 2 
weeks after rioters climbed the inau-
gural stage to siege the Capitol. 

The inauguration is an important 
symbol in our democracy. It has 
marked the peaceful transfer of power 
for more than 200 years. It sends an im-
portant message to the American peo-
ple and the world, of unity and a com-
mitment to our democratic principles. 

Inauguration day represents a new 
beginning for the country. It marks the 
beginning of healing, of unifying, of 
coming together to get through this 
crisis. 

This inauguration was the result of 
Democrats and Republicans working 
together to bring about this important 
symbol of our determined democracy. 

And that spirit of bipartisanship, of 
working together, was certainly 
present on the Joint Congressional 
Committee on Inaugural Ceremonies. 

Thank you to everyone who made 
that incredible day one we will remem-
ber forever. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 90TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE NATIONAL LI-
BRARY SERVICE FOR THE BLIND 
AND PRINT DISABLED 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I 
rise today to recognize the National Li-
brary Service for the Blind and Print 
Disabled on its 90th anniversary. The 
National Library Service, or NLS, is 
part of the Library of Congress, an in-
stitution that has long been committed 
to serving readers with disabilities. 
The concept of a national library for 
the blind was introduced in 1897 by the 
seventh Librarian of Congress, John 
Russell Young, who established a read-
ing room for the blind that included 
more than 500 books and music items 
in raised characters. 

In 1913, Congress began to require 
that one copy of each book be made in 
raised characters and deposited in the 
Library of Congress for educational 
use; but, as impressive as this collec-
tion was, it was only available to peo-
ple who were able to visit in person. In 
1931, legislation led by Representative 
Ruth Pratt of New York and Senator 
Reed Smoot of Utah created what we 
now know as the National Library 
Service for the Blind and Print Dis-
abled to help provide services to blind 
readers across the country through a 
national network of cooperating librar-
ies, in braille or audio formats, mailed 
directly to patrons, or available 
through instant download. Since its es-
tablishment, the service has grown to 
expand service to children, serve people 
with physical and reading disabilities, 
and encompass an accessible music ma-
terials collection that is now the larg-
est in the world. 

I also want to recognize the central 
role local libraries play in connecting 
the national NLS program to constitu-
ents in my State. NLS and the Min-
nesota Talking Book and Braille Li-
brary provide service to nearly 6,600 
people and over 1,600 institutions in 
Minnesota, each day working to make 
the NLS mission ‘‘that all may read’’ a 
reality. 

The National Library Service for the 
Blind and Print Disabled has long had 
an innovative approach to meeting the 
needs of Americans with disabilities, 
with an institutional history that 
spans phonograph records, cassette 
tapes, flash memory cartridges, and 
the internet while it continually sup-
plies hard-copy and digital braille ma-
terials. Today, I congratulate the Na-
tional Library Service for the Blind 
and Print Disabled and its dedicated 
staff on its 90th anniversary and ex-
press my appreciation of their contin-
ued commitment to ensuring that all 
may read. 
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